Media Forum at the 33 Moscow International Film Festival

Organizers of the Media Forum: MediaFest and MediaArtLab Centre for art and culture 

Co-organizers: Moscow Museum of Modern Art, the Garage Centre for Contemporary Culture 

Supported by: the Royal Netherlands Embassy, Mondrian Foundation (Netherlands), Goethe Institut, Moskau, Japan Foundation
Media Forum MIFF Schedule 2011 

Exhibition at the Moscow Museum of Modern Art: June 14 –July 3, 2011

Exhibition at the Garage Centre for Contemporary Culture: June 25 – August 18, 2011

Presentations, performances, screenings, discussion: June 24 –June 27, 2011 

June 24 

16.00 – Peter Weibel’s lecture “AppArt. From Expanded to Mobile Cinema” at the Garage Centre for Contemporary Culture

Peter Weibel is a German artist and media art theorist, director of the ZKM Centre for Art and Media, Karlsruhe, curator of the 4th Moscow Contemporary Art biennale. He teaches at the University for Applied Art, Vienna, the College of Art and Design in Halifax and Kassel University. His lecture for the Expanded Cinema project will present his vision of contemporary erosion of various forms of screen culture borders. He will tell the audience about the ways new technology changes our perception and comprehension of what is cinema and what video art can be. Weibel’s lecture is a rare occasion for the Moscow viewer to get tutored by a major art figure of our time.

20.00 – Opening of the Expanded Cinema: part 2 Exhibition at the Garage Centre for Contemporary Culture

The exhibition at the Garage will consist of three multi-screen video installations by the recognized masters of video art: the British artist and filmmaker Isaac Julien, the Finnish artist Eija-Liisa Ahtila and the Chinese artist Yang Fudong. Their work is eagerly accepted at the most prestigious film festivals, their exhibitions are held at world’s major museums – the Tate Modern (London), the Centre Pompidou (Paris), MoMA (New York). This common interest of the worlds of cinema and art towards the works of these artists marks their belonging to the border-line aesthetics of “expanded cinema” that is the Media Forum theme this year. 

22.00 – Test Pattern multimedia performance by Ryoji Ikeda (Japan) at the Garage Centre for Contemporary Culture

This year’s Media Forum programme will be opened by Ryoji Ikeda (Japan) - one of the most talented sound artists, a star of the international media art festivals. Since 1995 he creates sound installations, records albums and gives live performances at major art events, such as Sonar (Barcelona) and DEAF (Netherlands), or the opening of Transmediale (Berlin). Ikeda has worked together with the choreographer William Forsythe and the architect Toyo Ito. He received the Golden Nica prize at the Austrian Ars Electronica, his works are exhibited at the Tate Modern, Centre Georges Pompidou and other world’s major museums and art centers. 

That’s why Media Forum organizers thought that a live performance by Ryoji Ikeda – Test Pattern (2010) will not only be an impressive prelude to this year’s events, but also a necessary parallel to what goes on in other spheres of media creativity, where the idea of expanding the limits of perception and erasing borders between various communicative channels is also being realized.

With an understanding that with a majority of people the visual system takes precedence Ikeda makes us analyze the  stream of  sound through a certain set of visual images, materializing sound with a painstaking precision worthy of a mathematician an a vivid expressiveness accessible only to artists. 

June 25

15.00 – Press conference of the Media Forum opening at the MIFF Press Centre (Khudozhesvenny Cinema) 

16.00 – Fiona Tan (Netherlands): A lapse of Memory lecture at the Garage Centre for Contemporary Culture

Born in Indonesia, she grew up in Australia and now lives in the Netherlands, where she became so famous that she represented this once strange country at the 53 Venice biennale. For this major port of commerce of the medieval Europe she created a video story of a boy who went east and travelled there for twenty five years - the Venetian merchant Marco Polo. This colorful video with its many stage sets becomes a meditation on her own identity of a “professional alien” and a declaration of a permanent subject of her works – centuries-long history of relations between West and East. In her conversations with art critics she talks of the unstable interrelations between vision, memory and knowledge, of the untrustworthy eye, of contradictory relations between word and image, fact and fiction. The journalists in their turn love her brave experiments with the languages of cinema, art and photography, admire her impressive list of exhibitions and festivals – from first debut award of the Netherlands film festival to exhibitions at the Rijksmuseum (Amsterdam), Centre Pompidou (Paris), Documenta XI (Cassel) and many others. At the Garage both her earliest and her most recent works will be presented.

20.00 – Opening of the Expanded Cinema: Part 1 exhibition at the MMoMA 

In the Moscow Museum of Modern Art exposition the following artists will take part:

 Fiona Tan (Netherlands), Doug Aitken (USA), Johanna Billing (Sweden), Harun Faroki (Germany), Gary Hill (USA), Anri Sala (Albania/France), Leslie Thornton (USA), Ranbir Kaleka (India), Arev Manoukian (Canada), Boris Eldagsen (Germany), Yuri Kalendarev (Italy/Russia), Evgeny Ufit (Russia), Keren Cytter (Israel /Germany), Ilya Permyakov (Russia), TOTART Group (Russia), Elena Kovylina (Russia), ALmagul Menlibaeva (Kazakhstan), PROVMYZA group (Russia), Bluesoup group (Russia), Taus Makhacheva (Russia), Yuri Albert (Russia) and Viktor Alimpiev (Russia). 

In spite of there being several general theory approaches to differentiation between video art and cinema, each participant of the exhibition explores this subject by his or her own unique method. Their works serve as visual examples of completely different spheres of the cinematic: the Hollywood visual appeal, the early experimental film subtlety, the documentary truthfulness, the film-noir aestheticism, or the archive footage transformation by time. 

20.00 – Sons of the Bitch performance by Elena Kovylina at the MMoMA

Elena Kovylina is one of the most well-known performance artists not only in Russia, but also abroad, winner of the Innovation All-Russian Contemporary Art Competition award. In her works she develops the traditions of Western feminist art, exploring the body and gender problematics. The audience often remembers her works Pick Up a Girl (2006) when the viewers tore of pictures of women from magazines pinned to her skin, or DIY (2000) when the artist standing with a noose around her neck gave the audience a chance to knock the stool from under her. At the Expanded Cinema: Part 1 exhibition opening at the MMoMA you can see the new Kovylina performance with your own eyes. 

June 26

15.00 – presentation of the Expanded Cinema: Defining Borders edition at the Garage Centre for Contemporary Culture

A research-catalogue will be published for the Media Forum opening with a selection of key articles on the intersection of the two spheres of screen culture and a presentation of the Media Forum participants’ works in all the diversity of their perception and analysis of the subject of “expanded cinema”. Speakers at the presentation: Olga Shishko, Kirill Razlogov and Olesia Turkina.     

17.00 - Ranbir Kaleka: “...where time moves slowly” lecture at the Garage Centre for Contemporary Culture 

One of the most famous Indian artists in the world, Ranbir Kaleka studied painting at the Royal College of Art in London, and it cannot be said that he has stopped painting since then. In any case in his work he perceives digital video as a moving painted image, which is emphasized with motifs, forms and styles of the classical eastern and western art. His works can be distinguished from a decorative “painting animation” by their deep exploration of perception and context of art.

“Hybrid forms can be fragile and demanding. Kaleka combines video with painting in a way that revivifies both mediums, infusing his keen format skills with a contemporary awareness of movement and time”. (Art In America)

19.00 – Harun Faroki (Germany): «Some dissect a bird in order to eat it, others in order to discover how to fly» retrospective at the Garage Centre for Contemporary 

A prime representative of German documentary cinema, a filmmaker and a scriptwriter, Harun Faroki is an author of about ninety films and teaches at UCLA and the Academy of Fine Arts, Vienna. He made documentaries about Peter Weiss, Peter Lorre, Jean-Marie Straub and Vilém Flusser. His retrospectives were shown at film festivals in Locarno and Singapore, at Buenos Aires International Independent Film Festival, at the New York Museum of Contemporary Art and many other cinema and art institutes of the world. 

June 27

17.00 – Presentation of the Media Art course by the Wordshop Mediaart Communications Academy at the Garage Centre for Contemporary Culture

A new educational programme is launched for those interested in media art who would like to study its history and contemporary practice in more details. Everything about its specifics, terms of acceptance, education and future qualifications will be described by the course curator and one of its professors – Olga Shishko and workshop hosts Andrey Velikanov, Elena Kovylina and Dmitry Bulnygin. The dean of the Academy, Svetlana Mayborodskaya, will explain its creative method of. 
The curriculum is based on a lecture course, lab work, discussion meetings and workshops by leading artists, theorists, practitioners under whose guidance the students will be able to realize their projects. The aim of the programme is to prepare a new generation of artists, curators and managers in the sphere of contemporary culture, and also to work out prospective strategies and effective tactics for media technology promotion and use.

19.00 – Leslie Thornton (USA): “Some animals will pay attention to each other. Some will pay attention to the thing holding the camera” lecture at the Garage Centre for Contemporary Culture

As early as in the 1980’s Leslie Thornton was one of the first to turn her attention to the adjacency of the cinema and art spaces and embodied this in her works, combining not only cinema and video art, but also archive footage, sci-fi elements and ethnographical materials, influencing deeply the future screen culture interpreters. In fact a whole generation of young authors has grown with Leslie Thornton as their guru and legend. To justify her presence at the Media Forum as an art scene star it would be enough to cite newspaper articles praising her as a titled artist, a recipient of the Maya Deren Lifetime Achievement Award and the Alpert Award in the Arts for Media.

Leslie Thornton’s work is exhibited worldwide at such museums as the MoMA (New York), the Whitney Museum, Centre Pompidou, the Tate Modern, PS.1 and many others. Besides, Leslie Thornton teaches at the Brown University which can explain to some degree her influence upon young artists and guarantees not only a screening of her works at the Garage, but also an in-depth art historian substantiation of the crucial questions of contemporary screen culture.

More information at:

The official MIFF Media Forum web-site: 

http://2010.mediaforum.mediaartlab.ru/ 

Locations:

The Garage Centre for Contemporary Culture 

(Obraztsova st., 19/2, bld. 1) http://www.garageccc.com/ 

Moscow Museum of Modern Art (Yermolaevsky lane, 17)

 http://www.mmoma.ru/
Press contacts: tel. 8 (916) 550-04-31

Elena Krylova

